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Road     Question! 


A  few  Words  in  Season,— To  the  Ratepayers  of  iVIinto. 


Brother  Rate-Favkrs :— 

In  a  few  days,  we  shall  have  to  settle 
a  matter  of  greater  importance  to  us  than 
any  which  has  called  fur  our  attention  since 
wo  have  been  settled  in  Minto.  We  shall 
have  to  vote  "Yes"  or  "No"— 'For''  or 
••Against,"  a  good  gravel  road  from  the 
top  corner  of  the  Township,  down  to  the 
Grand  Trunk  Stntion  in  Guelph.  And  it 
\%  well  f«r  us  to  look  at  the  question  in  all 
its  hearings  and  cnnsider  it  well,  before  we 
lake  a  step  ene  way  or  the  other.  As  a 
1  rxiher  rate  payor,  I  have  adopted  this 
pliin  of  pliicing  a  few  though  la  before  you 
and  trust  thai  you  will  give  them  a  fair 
liearing,  even  if  they  do  not  altogether 
square  with  your  own  opinious. 

It  is  useless  to  talk   about  the  value  and 
importance  to  any  settlement,  tmw  or  old, 
of  good  roads  and  easy  access  to  market. 
Wo  all  Know,  by  bitter  experience,  the  in- 
convenience  and    loss  arising  from    mud- 
IioIm  and  cradle-knolls,  mud  to   the  hob, 
and  broken    down  conlaroys  s"d  slumps 
luft  in  the   middle  of    the  road    as  nature 
placed   them.     There    is  not  a  man,  with 
ten  acres  of  clearing,  in  this  T.iwoship.who 
has  not  lost  dollars  every    year  from  these 
causes.      He  has  \m<\-  a  breakdown  and  a 
blncksmilirs  bill  alor};  with  it;   or  he  list 
had    to  leave  part  of  his  load    and  trudge 
Mlong  with  the  other  half  it:    or   ha   h<ts 
boon  two  days  going  to  market  instead  of 
!>n6;  or  lamod  his  team;  er  ripped  Ins  liar- 
neas;   or  had  an  up.^et;  or    been  (ulject  to 
«<>ina  one  of  the  thousand  o  her  m'^cliances 
which  aru  ii3«vijLHi>ly    eaonected  wi'.h  miry 
ways  and  rough  travelling.     Dut  these  are 
only  the  b»}»M>ivi«g  of  the  evil.      Wo  have 
M    RuHi»red  far  greiter  losses   than  these, 
im-i  as  tlioy    may  have  been,  and  arc,  acd 
wilt  be,  unless  we  gut  rid  of  tli.im.     I  bo 
lieve  thai  Minto  Ihk.-.i  tliou-<ands  of  dollars 
unnu.'illy  from  llm  f.i'jt  lliitt  stttMrs  are  not 
able  to  gel  to  mnrkol,  in  the  f<ll  and  spring 
<  f  the  yesr,  when  prices  aie  high,  and  tlic 
•  Umand  brisk  ;  and  from    being  coinpeilud 
t*  n>x>d  the  market  in  Jaiiuary   and  Feb 
fu.iiy,  when  the  sit  igliing  ix  at  the  bi.>st,and 
llio  jirici's,  loo  often,  at  the    wor»t.      Add 
to  the  loss  of   price,  the  loss  of  timi.  taken 
to  travel  over  a  bad  roa>l;  add  again  to  this 
tlie  extriicost  of  team  and  driver,  und  tliu 
Ujss  upon  the  carriage  of  smHll  loads  com- 
p  ired  with  the  cost  of    full  ones,  and  you 
l.ave  a  large  item  on  the  vrong  side  eveiy 
time  you  go  to  r.>arkat.     Tliu  avt-rage  price 
uf  wtieat  in     Uu*'lpli,  in   February  of  the 
present    year,  was   85    cents;    in    the  fall 
months  of  the  lanl  year  it  was  Oflc.      Wlm 
anlTered  ihis  l.>ss   of  ten    cents    upon  the 


distinct  understanding  that  the  Minto  por-l 
tion  of  the  road  would  be  built  by  tl.'o  ^ 
people  of  Minto;  that  it  was  a  work  of  ex 
Iremo  difficulty  to  secure  that  vote;  and 
that  nothing  will  be  done  by  the  County 
unless  we  approve  the  J3y"Law  submitted 
to  us.  In  fact,  I  can  assure  you,  from 
what  1  have  been  told  by  the  Commission- 
ers appointed  by  the  Council,  that  they 
will  not  fee',  themselves  justified  iu  ev<B 
surveying  the  road  from  Alma  through 
Peel,  if  our  By-Law  fuls;  frtr  they  Aill 
deem  it  useles*  to  incur  expenses,  knowing, 
as  they  do,  tliat  the  County  Council  will 
reject  ihe  By  Law  for  gravelling  the  road 
through  Peel  unless  we  pa^s  ours.  For 
you  must  remember  thaixiiR  By-Law  por 

ORAVBLLINO     THE  PbEL     ROAD  18  NOT  TBT 
PASSBD      BY     THE     CoUNTY  CoUNCIl,    nud 

cannot  be  until  June.  Turn  it  will  come 
up  for  its  third  reading.  If  we  ftm  our 
By-Law,  the  County  will  certainly  gruvel 
the  Saugeen  Road  from  Alma  to  Minto, 
during  this  and  next  year:  if  wft  '.otodown 
our  By-Law,  the  Count.  Council  will 
throw  its  By-Law  overboard.  So  that  in 
voting  for  gravelling  the  road  through 
Minto,  WF  rrally  votb  for  oravkllino 
IT  FROM  Alma  to  Minto.  In  other  words, 
our  $18,000  will  build  over  30  miles  of 
splendid  road.  I  think  that  I  have  shewn 
you  that  the  County  Council  won't  build 
the  whole  road.  Let  us  look  at  the  third 
plan.  It  says  "Help  jouiselvea.'*  If  we 
do  that,  by  voting  for  our  By-Law,  we  se 
cute  the  co.operalioti  of  the  County,  we 
ensure  the  road,  ant*  in  two  years  w»  shall 
have  a  s  ire  and  roiislant  communication 
with  the  best  markets  at  nil  seasons  of  the 
ye«. 

Can  wc  afford  it?  Will  it  pay  us  to 
incur  the  necesjiary  roi-pensihility  t  Will 
it  be  wise  to  contract  a>  de'it  fbr  this  pur 
pose  I  The»9  are  Iho  questions  to  be  con 
sidered.  We  have  lo  build  15  miles  of 
road.  To  do  this,  we  aie  askeil  to  iwue 
f!l8  009>»i(  Ddlti-ntures,  runnir-g  over  15 
years.  '1  buse  Dubeiiliiros,  it  in  ca  fulatcd. 
will  yiel  I  enough  to  ccmplete  the  woik. 
To  rub  off  this  debt  \v«  are  nominally  ix- 
{lACted  (o  raise  nnnually  a  i>iifii  which, 
AccoaniNu  to  ouk  tkhsknt  AsaitasMKNT 
will  rtTpiiro  a  tax  <  f  nine  mills  in  the  dol- 
lar. Supposing  the  ruad  In  give  nothing 
in  the  kIii  pii  of  lolU — supposing  none  ot 
iL^  .L^iuijiiirijii  til  t>e  liiiiiirlil  up  from  tiirii' 
to  lime-- thi*  lax  can  l.e  paid  yeaily  by 
the  tliffcrenou  npuii  a  liiad  of  wheat  sulj 
wIhh  ill*  markvis  Hie  lip,  compared  with 
what  we  got  now  wlicn  force.l  lo  sell  in 
lilvighing.  Tli«  IMK  fur  eveiy  iJlOO  of 
HMwimeiit    woiilJ  1>H  00  cnils.      Hut  llie 


RACII  DOLLAR  OF  A8BKSSUENT  WOULD 
COVKR    THE    BNTIRB    CoST   OF   THE  ROAd! 

What  is  that  when  extending  over  fifteen 
years  f  Who  will  feel  it,  when  lightenedi 
as  it  will  be,  by  the  receipt  of  tolls  from 
thousands  of  non-residents  in  this  Town- 
ship! Who  will  really  know,  by  the  extra 
weight  of  taxation,  that  Minto  has  c«o- 
structed  a  great  public  work  at  her  own 
cost? 

We    are    familiar  with  the    argumenta 
used  against  the  proposed    By-Law.     W« 
ate  told  that  every  farm  in   tha  Township 
will  be  mortgaged   for  more  than  its  worth 
— that  nobody  will  settle  in  a  mnrrieipality 
so  tiwfully  eaten  up  with  taxes — and  tht ;t 
wo  shall,  slock,  lock  and  barrel,  be  forced 
t*  take  up  our  beds  and  walk  before  many 
years  are  over.     Now,    what  is  tlie  debt 
incurred  ?    We  have  74.000  acres  <n  Minto. 
The  first  eost  of  road  is  estimated  at  |l  8  000 
in   debentures.      Here   we  have  a  debt  of 
about  25  cents  per  acie;  and  as  security  for 
that  we  have  a   paying    road  1 5  miles  in 
Itngth,  uid  in  adJiti»D    t»  thist,  16  miloa 
more  ef  gravel    road,  connecting  with  the 
gravel  road  at  Alma,  and  letting  us  out  t» 
market  at  all  seasons!     Supposing  that  wa 
all  bad    a  chance   to  pay  25c  per  acre  f«r 
our  lands,  in  15  years,  at  interest,  with  a 
good    grmel  roa:i  running  thraugh  theif 
centre,  and  from  them  ta  a  first  class  mar> 
ket,  or  to  ge*.  them  for  nothing,  with  such  a 
communication  with  maiket  iu  spring  and 
fall    as    we   have  now,  which   should  wa 
choose?     I  think  that  I  can  answer  far  the 
whole,  when  I  say  that  not  one  thinkiaf;, 
far  seeing  man  amongst  n»  would  lake  tha 
land  and  m-id  for    nothing,  and  reject  tba 
land  and  gravel,  at  25c  per  acre ,  payable  in 
15  years,  with  ruturns  from    tolls  to  help 
us  lo  pay  it.      And  this  is  exactly  hew  wa 
stand  now.     We  have  the  offer  of  a  goo<f 
road   all  the    way  to  Guelph,    for  which 
others  must  pay  iha  .'arfett  share,  at  tba 
noninsi  risk  of  paring  2* o  more  per  acre 
fur  our  lands  in  10  year*,  or  tha  dMMiee  t» 
remain  ns  we  are  and  gal  through  the  mud 
and  stumps  lO  market  haw   and  when  wa 
best    can.     W'e  are    not  children,  to   ba 
frigbton^d  by  "spooks"  and  'bogies,"  anck 
it  will  take  many  auoh  cock-and-bull  sta* 
ries  as  this  almut  "awful  resp<-nsibililiei"'to 
scare  us  from  giving  a  right    vote   on  Uia 
2eth. 

I  wjii  iTM.ke  but  passing  allusieo  bare  ro 
the  »hare  of  the  Improvement  Fund  whicby 
it  is  hoped,  will  y«t  be  secured  for  the  ba- 
nofii  of  this  Township.  If  it  comes,  it  will 
make  the  weight  of  Inxstion  still  lighiap 
than  now:  if  not,  the  question  Is  nok 
affi-fled  one  way  or  oihor.     But 


hilntirtl  9      Thu  fftroieriL  in  ihu  iiai:irlilii%rk<iAil     i..r 


afffCltd  one  way  or  otho..     But  it  is  liioh- 


Uiislie!?  The  fanners  in  (lie  neigliborhond 
of  Ou(*lph,  of  Elvra,  of  Nicliol  and  Pilk 
inglcnf  No;  ihey  were  alile  t<»  take 
ndvantagf!  of  tbe  high  prieo  l'ecau"«  lliey 
Itod  good  roads,  -vlien  ne  weie  fastened  to 
our  fartns  by  inul.  liui  we,  the  fanners  o( 
Minto,  tuflToreil  tbis  Iom.  Every  loa  I  of 
60  buslieU  fetched  six  dcllaks  iwsa  in 
February,  in  good  sleighing,  than  the  samf 
quantity  would  have  c'one  last  fall,  if  wu 
hail  been  able  to  get  it  to  market.  Every 
man  with  300  buxbeis  of  ivheat  in'hi»barn 
iu  Miuto  this  wiiitur  is  just  Thirty  Dol- 
L»R8  poorer  than  be  would  bave-bsert  bad 
the  road  froui  this  Township  In  Alma  been 
gravelled  la«t  summer.  A,*  wiili  wLeat,80 
Wtli  oats.  Last  fail  ihey  wore  worth  soma 
Cents  mo<-o  than  they  have  been  throughout 
Lbo  winter;  and,  I  havo  no  heiiitatieD  in 
saying,  every  average  fanner  in  Minto 
has  lost  fully  Fiftv  Dollars  this  year, 
tbrough  ditference  in  price  of  grain  in  fall 
nnd  winter,  simply  because  Ihera.  wa», no 
opportunity  to  get  produce  to  maiket  at 
the  right  time.  Prices  may  go  up  in 
spring,  but  of  what  avail  is  that  to  ust  We 
can't  reap  any  benefit  from  it,  because  we 
cnT)'t  get  out.  We  l«se  upon  price  od 
grain — we  lose  upon  tima— weloje  upon 
light  loads  compared  with  larger  ones — 
and  we  lose  upon  extra  tavern  charges 
which  might  be  saved  by  quicker  travel 
ling.  These  losses  are  enough  to  ro«uticn 
— but  the  list  is  not  nearly  complete.  Yon. 
can  fill  up  ibe  picture  tor  yoursblves,  bow- 
ever. 

Now,  bow  are  we  to  gel  out  of  this  diffi. 
cuhyf  There  are  three  ways  open  to  us — 
perhaps!  A  Joint  Sfto<>k  Company  may 
buili  tbe  road,  or  I  he  County  may  make 
it,  «r  we  HiBy  help  ourselves.  Is  the  first 
plan  likely  to  be  cairied  out  ?  Count  upon 
T«ar  fi))ger« — and  yor  can  do  it  upon  one 
hand— the  number  of  your  neighbora-wbo 
are  likely  to  put  their  hands  in  their  pock- 
ets to  advance  tlOO,  or  $50,  or  even  $?0 
for  this  purpose.  You  cau't  reasonably 
expect  ^  largi*  number  to  inwest  private 
moans  m  ibis  shape,  vher  they  have  so 
much  else  to  do  wiili  iheir  nioney,.and  you 
niiiy  depend  upon  it  ihay  won't  do  it.— . 
You  couldn't  rrti»e  15.000  in  ihic  way  in 
the  whole  Township  of  Minto:  and  it 
would  be  fully  to  expect  any  great  number 
to  take  up  stack  outside  of  the  Township. 
It  is  in)po88ible,  then,  now  or  for  some  time 
to  come,  to  get  up  a  Company  for  the  pur- 
P'.se  of  gravelling  tie  road.  Will  the 
County  do  it— wholly  and  entirely  f  Auk 
our  Heevea,  or  any  n  ember  o(  the  County 
Council.  They  will  tell  you  that  it  is 
impossible  to  induce  tbe  County  Council 
to  vole  funds  for  building  the  road,  unless 
Ibe  Township  of  Minto  ■hews  ii>  iQisrssi 
in  the  undertaking  by  assuming  its  shara 
of  it.  They  will  tell  you,  in  addiiion.that 
the  maj.»rily  of  onk,  at  last  session  ef 
County    Council,    w«i   aecured  upon  the 
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lolls  will  nearly,  if  r.ot  altogether,  pay  foi 
the  road.  One  or  two'  miUs  on  the  ijsl — 
iO  or  20  cents  upon  $100 — will  give  nioie 
than  is  needed  to  meet  the  rcquirtments  of 
the  road.  If  we  look  al  the  greatly  in 
creased  value  of  property,  which  weiihai! 
inevitably  experience  in  the  caurse  vftime, 
the  rate  will  bu  much  leas  than  th^s»— It 
will  be  imposed  when  we  are  better  able  to 
bear  it  than  now — and  it  will  be  borne  by  a 
iiiui-.h  Itiiger  number  of  settlers;,  fur,  ju»t  to 
surely  as  we  make  n  guod  road ,  new  setilers, 
with  abundant  means,  will  eome  in.  Mills 
will  be  started,  tanneries  will  be  put  in 
operation,  lands  t>elonging  to  non  residents 
will  be  sold  or  cultiviited,  nnd  all  these  will 
have  to  carry  their  share  of  the  light  bur- 
den. Iu  fact,  tbe  tax'whicb  may  be  iin- 
pored  will  be  so  small  that  it  will  make  no 
a  >preciable  diflerence  iu  tbe  amount  yeaily 
paid  by  us  to  tbe  Collector.  If  it  did  cott 
us  some  dollars  per  annum  more  than  we 
now  pay;  if  we  were  compelled  to  make  up 
by  a  direst  tax  the  whole  of  the  late — 
what  would  this  be  in  comparison  with  the 
immediate  advantages  derivablii-  from  a 
sure  road  at  all  seasons,  and  a  command 
of  tbe  r.arket  upon  any  day  in   ttieyear? 

But,  THE     MAN  WHO  USES    TUZ  ROAIT  WILL 

HAVE  TO  PAT  FOR  IT.  As  I  have  already 
said,  the  Tolls  will  nearly,  if  not  altogether, 
meet  the  annual  payments.  Look  at  the 
map  of  our  Township,  and  you  will  see 
that  the  settlers  in  tbe  Townships  north  of 
us  will  be  forced  to  travel  upen  one  lead- 
ing road' in  their  way  to  maiket.  It  can- 
not be  evaded.  And  even  if  evasion* 
were  |>08.sible,tbey  would  not  be  desirable,  as 
•ur  road  leads  to  directly  to  tbe  front. 
This  fact  alone  will  insure  a  large  amount 
of  travel  every  year,  equal  if  not  superior. 
I  verily  believe,  to  tliat  passing  over  tbe 
roads  below  Elora  and  Fergus  when  thej 
were  first  constructed.  Their  tolls  let,  at 
that  time,  for  about  $700 ;  and  have  since 
gone  up  to  a  much  higher  figure.  Ours 
will  let  for  tbaVsum,  at  tbe  very  least,  ll 
we  have  ihr..'e  gates,  we  shall  at  once  real- 
ize t2. 100  per  annum  from  tolls.  Th*- 
amount  annually  required  to  meet  the  debt 
and  interest  will  be  $2. 280,  or  just  (180 
more  than  the  tolls  will  yield.  There  will 
be  triftltig  repairs,  of  cource,  but  no  heavy 
outlay  can  be  incurred  upon  the  read  fr 
some  years  to  come.  When  it  Joes  ceme. 
the  tolls  will  be  greater  than  at  firs';  it  w.ll 
be  borne  l^  nuch  larf;cr  number  of 
rate-payers  than  «e  now  poM.csr;  and  we 
shall  be  much  belter  able  to  b^ar  it  than  at 
the  praeent  time. 

Of  what  Uien  have  we  fo  be  afraid  ? 
Shall  we  be  sunk  irretrivably  in  debt,  ai 
some  pretend  ^  Shall  we  be  swamped  wth 
taxHst  Hhiill  wa  bs  drives  eut  sf  ihs 
Township  by  the  imposiiiou  of  burdens 
impossible  to  be  endured  ?  The  idea  is 
preposterous.  Even  if  we  had  to  pay  the 
whole  amount  NOW,  lEvaii  cimtb  upon 


affucted  one  way  or  othe.-.  But  it  is  bigb^ 
ly  probable  that  it  will  >et  be  placed  under 
tbe  control  of  thi»  Municipality,  and  it  )» 
well  t«  bear  this  in  mind  when  discuaaing 
the  advisability  of  incurring  a  d«bt  for  roa<f 
purp3S3s. 

Much  mare  might  be  added  to  wbat  r 
have  said,  in  favor  of  a  vote  appro\ing  the 
proposed  By-Law;    but  the    main   poiote 
suggesting  lhemselvea>to  me  I  have  noted, 
and  trusti  that  tjief  will  b»>  duly  weighed, 
by  such  of  you  as  ina;  have  the  opportiiv 
nity  of  reading  them.    I  might  abuse  those 
opposed  to  this  meat.ure,   but  abuse  is  net 
argument:  I  might  be  tempt«d  into  ques- 
tioning  tjie  motitiee-bf  those-  doing  their 
utmost  to  defeat  the  By-law,  but  althougb< 
we  may  guess  at  motivas,  it   is  ubelees  to 
enquiie    iniu  them.     The   great  question* 
for  us  is— Do  we  need  this  read,  how  can. 
we  get  it,  and  will  it  pi.y  us  to  build  it!— 
and  I  flatter  myself  that    I' have  given  a^ 
positive,  if    brief   answer   to  the  different 
branches    of    the    query.     A  few    n:or« 
words,  and  I  have  done.     On  the  28tb,  it 
behooves  every  ma3  favorable  to  improve*- 
ment  to    be  up  and    doing.    Thia  is  no 
common    municipal     quettion    justifyiog' 
staying  at  home  and  taking  your  ease. — 
Upon  the  vote  given  for  or  against  tbe  By- 
Law  depends  the  construction  of   a  good' 
raad  to  market — depends  its  construction, 
now,   or    mud  for    years  to  coma.     Tha 
County  Council  is  strangely  constituted  at 
times,  and  may  not   again  be  so  fav«rably 
disposed   to  consider  our  case,     If  wa  en- 
ter into  a  rasolution  to  implement  our  part 
of  the   bargain^  tbe   County  is  in  honor 
bound  to  camplate  iU  part  of  tL«  tngag*.. 
ment     If    we  refuse,  tbe  County  ii  virtu. 
ally  absolved  from  its  agreement,  and  yo«. 
may  depend  uj>on  the   fact  tfaat  tba  en*- 
mies  to  improvement  will  make  good  use 
of  theih  opportunity.    Don't  give  tbem  tha 
chance.     Don't  say  to  them  "  Wa  ara  not 
ready  to  go  to  work  yet  to  help  ourielvaa." 
Don't  tell  them  to  take  back  tbeir  proffered 
support.     But    seize  tbe   opportunity   ao 
fortunately  presenting  itself,  and  strengthen 
the  hands  of    those  prepared    to  battle  for 
your  interesia  in  tbe  Ceunly  Couucil,  ky 
accepting    the    liberal   terms    secured  hy. 
them,   and  prove  to   them  that  you  really 
appreciate  the  services  of    your  friends  bj. 
hearty  and  willing  co  o|)er8tion, 

Beliaving  that  you  will  do  this,  and  ao 
materially  advance  the  interesia  o(  ionA 
Township  for  all  time  to  come,  and  hop- 
ipij  to  be  with  you  early  at  the  poll  on  the 
morning  of  Thursday,  the  28th  instant,  to. 
record  a  lUoDg  vote  for  the  By  Law, 

I  am,  , 

-     Youra  faithfully,  ^ 

A  MINTO  RATEPAYER;.     /  ^ 
Minto,  20lb  March,  1861, 


